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Chinese Societies in Panorama��
Chinese Documentary DVD Series 

All films are with Chinese &  English subtitles��
China 
��
Care and Love Ai Xiaoming�� �� �� �� �� ���� �� ��������������������������������������������������No. C001��
Subject: Medical/Human rights/Legal system 
China/2007/105 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Care and Love draws its inspiration from ÔInvestigation of  AIDS in XingtaiÕ, an article by Wang Keqin, senior 
China Economic Times journalist. The documentary tells the story of Liu Xianhong, a villager who contracted 
HIV through a blood transfusion during childbirth, and how she publicized her story, fi led a lawsuit with her 
8-year-old son against the hospital, and eventually received compensation. The bitter experiences of several 
families, and the collective effort by people living with HIV to defend their rights, resulted in the ÔCare GroupÕ. 
��
The Epic of Central Plains    Ai Xiaoming���� ���� �� ���������������� �� �� �� �� ������No. C002��
Subject: Medical/Human rights/Legal system 
China/2006/146 Min/In Mandarin��
 
Poverty in Henan Province led many people to sell blood. During the blood transfusion, many innocent people 
were infected with HI V. The fi lm revealed the lives of the AIDS patients and contrasted the situation between 
the corrupted offi cials and the courageous villagers. The Epic of the Central Plains is part of the series of 
Caring and Compassion that tells the story of  AIDS and love in the rural area in Henan. 
��
The Folk Song on the Plain  Hu Jie�� �� �� ���� �� ����������������������������������������������������������No. C003��
Subject: Gender/Rural life/Family 
China/2001/70 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Luo Xiaojia was abducted when she was seventeen and was traffi cked from Yunnan to Shandong province. 
Later, she was forced to marry a local peasant. The fi lm records her family life in Shandong, her longing for her 
distant hometown and her perspectives on life. After living in Shandong for ten years, she was finally permitted 
to go back to see her mother. When she left, her mother sang the folk songs for her. ��
��
Garden in Heaven   Ai Xiaoming, Hu Jie �� ���� ���������������� �� �� �� �� �� ����No. C004��
Subject: Gender/Human rights/Legal system 
China/2005/140 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Huang Jing, a teacher in Hunan Province, was killed by her boyfriend who attempted to rape her. This fi lm 
captures the changes in China between 2003 and 2005, before and after an injunction to respect and protect 
human rights was written into the Constitution. The documentary illustrates awareness of human rights, 
womenÕs struggle against judicial corruption, and women taking action to fight against domestic violence.  
��
In Search of Lin Zhou’s Soul  Hu Jie�� �� ���� �� ���������������� �� �� �� ��������������No. C005��
Subject: Cultural revolution/Religion/Gender 
China/2004/100 Min/In Mandarin��
��
This fi lm traces an unfortunate story that happened 40 years ago. Lin Zhou, a student of Beijing University, 
grew from a pure, loyal follower into a valiant fighter against the Red Terror. She was imprisoned for eight 
years and then killed. She left thousands of words written in her own blood to expose the absurdity and cruelty 
of those days. 
��
The Lost Buddha  Tian Bo �� �� �� �� ���� �� ����������������������������������������������������������No. C006��
Subject: History/Culture/Rural life 
China/2007/96 Min/In Mandarin��
��
The fi lm records the daily life of four generations of a Xianbei nationality family in northern Shaanxi 
descended from clan lords. Integrated with the Han majority, they live a simple life. This fi lm reflects their 
religious faith and spiritual world and their surroundings. On the edge of modernity, when they face frustration, 
hardship and loss, they interpret life in a unique way. Their attachment to the soil, religious worship and 
commitment to destiny all tell us a story about deep, loyal and truthful sentiments. 



 2 

Pediatric Department Wang Hao���� �� ���� �� ������������������������������������������������������������������No. C007��
Subject: Medical/Poverty 
China/2006/104 Min/In Mandarin��
��
The Pediatric Department in Ningguo People's Hospital in Anhui is one of its busiest units. But after a private 
hospital opened in September 2004, the number of inpatients decreased, which directly affected the doctors' 
income. Facing fierce competition, unsound system and inept executives, the doctors were worried and anxious, 
but nobody left. Led by their tireless director, they began to fight a tiresome war in which there would be no 
winner. 
 
Red Arts  Ai Xiaoming�� �� �� �� �� ���� �� ���������������� �� �� �� �� ������No. C008��
Subject: Cultural Revolution/Arts 
China/2007/70 Min/In Mandarin��
��
This fi lm reflects the development of poster art during the Cultural Revolution, which started in 1966, and how 
posters were used as propaganda. The fi lm is made up of interviews with former painters, Red Guards, 
contemporary researchers and collectors in China and abroad. It  demonstrates how folk art was transformed by 
the political campaigns, and records the artistsÕ memory of this unusual period of history. 
 
Remote Mountain  Hu Jie �� �� �� ���� �� ����������������������������������������������������������No. C009��
Subject: Labour/Industry 
China/1995/40 Min/In Mandarin��
��
In the mountains of ChinaÕs Qinghai province, there are countless small  coal mines. The miners are all rural 
people from nearby and their bodies are covered in coal dust from the 30 dan of coal they must dig out each day 
to earn fi ve hundred dollars a month. The fi lm records how hard they work, and what they see working far 
underground, while cherishing the dreams of a better life we all have.��
��
Silent Nu River   �)u Jie�� �� �� �� �� ���� �� ����������������������������������������������������������No. C010��
Subject: Environmental protection/Race/Religion 
China/2006/40 Min/In Mandarin��
 
A cascade of thirteen hydroelectric dams is poised to be built along the Nu River. The fi rst one is set on Songta 
Village in Tibet. The fi lm opens with a caravan starting out from Songta to another dam site on the ancient Tea 
Horse Route along the river. The camera captures the vegetation on the river valley, the people, their lifestyle, 
the history and destruction that is soon to come. 
 
Tai Shi Village    Ai Xiaoming�� �� �� �� ���� �� ����������������������������������������������������������No. C011��
Subject: Human rights/Economic development/Election System 
China/2006/114 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Tai Shi Village follows the famous events when villagers of Tai Shi, in suburban Guangzhou, tried to remove 
the appointed local offi cials. The villagers suspected that their land was illegally taken away by the local 
authorities. Shot under dangerous conditions, the fi lm reflects vividly the growing number of serious confl icts 
in rural China. 
 
Though I Am Gone Hu Jie�� �� �� �� ���� �� ������������������������ �� �� �� ������No. C012��
Subject: Cultural revolution/Family 
China/2006/68 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Bian Zhongyun, a communist party member and the vice-principal of a secondary school was tortured to death 
on August 5th, 1966. She was believed to be the fi rst victim among the teachers killed at the hands of their 
students during the ÒRed AugustÓ of 1966 as the Cultural Revolution began in mainland China. The fi lm 
depicts the event and demonstrates how the family members and colleagues of Bian experienced the terror. 
 
Vagina Monologues    Ai Xiaoming, Song Sufeng�� ���������������� �� �� �� �� �� ����No. C013��
Subject: Gender/Arts 
China/2004/120 Min/In Mandarin��
��

��

Vagina Monologues was written by American writer Eve Ensler. She interviewed more than two hundred 
women and the play is made up monologues of the interviewees. Among them, are the women in Bosnia who 
were subjected to mass rape. In 2004, this play was performed at the ÒForum on Gender EducationÓ organized 
by Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou. ��
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Where is the Way������Zhang Ke, Dong Yu�� �� ���� �� ������������������������������������������������������������������No. 

C014��
Subject: Human rights/Rural life 
China/2005/43 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Lian Feng Village is located in Wei Yuan County of Gansu Province. In 2005, the local authority planned to 
build a highway and more than one hundred families were forced to move away from their homeland. The 
villagers believed that the action of the local offi cials was illegitimate. In order to protect their rights, they 
decided to make an appeal to the court. 
 
Woman Matchmaker Hu Jie             �� �� �� �� ���� �� ��������������������������������No. C015��
Subject: Gender/Rural life/Custom 
China/1995/48 Min/In Mandarin��
��
In order to find a discerning woman matchmaker, the director met more than ten of them and finally chose this 
one. He followed her around in the villages and captured the joy and suffering of rural life. The fi lm explores 
the confl ict between tradition and modern life. 
��
Youth’s Cemetery   Zhang Ke�� �� �� �� ���� �� ���������������������������� �� �� ������No. C016��
Subject: Cultural Revolution 
China/2005/23 Min/In Mandarin��
��
An unusual and mysterious cemetery lies in Sha Ping Park in Chongqing. In 1967, the Cultural Revolution 
devastated China. Chongqing has the most violent struggle in the country and thousands of people died. 
Numerous youths were persuaded to fight against each other. What the violence left was this cemetery, where 
about four hundred peoples were buried,and endless misery.  
��
Homeland – The Impression of the Roundhouse  Meng Xiangdong         No. C017 
Subject: Architecture/History/Culture 
China/2007/35 Min/In Mandarin��
������
Hakka earth building complexes in Fujian have existed for more than seven hundred years, much older than the 
Forbidden City. In recent years, the villagers have been benefiting economically from the tourism industry. 
However, economic opportunities bring confl icts to the quiet mountainous village lives, and have changed 
villagersÕ relationships drastically.  
 
Sanlidong Lin Xin                    No. C018��
Subject: History/Industry 
China/2006/172 Min/In Mandarin��
��
In 1955, more than three hundred enthusiastic Shanghai youths with the mission of supporting Northwest China 
construction arrived at Sanlidong coal mine in Tongchuan. Fifty years later, most of them have passed away. 
The fi lm consists of fi fteen fragments, recording the lives of retired miners, the deceased and the dissipated 
years. The director memorialises the tenacity and dignity of life through fi lming his fatherÕs generation: the 
portrait of coal miners.  
��
Senior Year Zhou Hao                    No. C019��
Subject: Education in China/Personal growth 
China/2005/95 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Seventy eight high school students of No. 1 High School of Wuping County, Fujian Province had only one 
chance to get into university: pass the annual university entrance exam. The pressure to succeed was extremely 
intense. Under their teachersÕ supervision, students recited math formulas and Communist propaganda slogans 
day and night. The students strive for personal freedom while preparing for their exams, in an educational 
system that aimed at mass producing result-oriented youth.  
��
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The 29-year-old High School Student  Zhang Zhong                    No. C020��
Subject: Education in China/Personal growth 
China/2007/30 Min/In Mandarin��
��
In 2007, Lao Yang was 29 years old and still in grade 11. His goal was studying art in university. He continued 
to take the exams despite repeated failures and became the most experienced repeater in his school. He worked 
as a teaching assistant in an art school to support himself. Lao YangÕs case was typical and reflected the 
hardship millions of students face in China.  
 
We are the���b ��of Communism������Cui Zien                       No. C021��
Subject: Education in China/Labour 
China/2007/94 Min/In Mandarin��
��
The Yuanhai school for migrantÕs children was suddenly closed for no reason. Students were forced to leave 
the school. Those who continued to study had classes in old factory buildings. When winter came, students in 
their fi rst and second years went to study in a small  van. The older ones went to the teacher's small fl at to have 
lessons. In the cold weather, the children still gathered happily together and school was like heaven to them. 
��
Meimei������Gao Tian                               No. 

C022��
Subject: Gender/Family 
China/2005/82 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Meimei is a drag queen in Beijing. In 2004 he found a man he loved who accepted Meimei as he was. They 
held a public ceremonious wedding. Meimei was fi lled with confidence about this marriage. His friends held a 
ÒMeimei Farewell ConcertÓ for the gay community. After the concert, Meimei gave up a stable life in Beijing 
and went to Shanghai, a city which was completely new to him, and started a new life there. But things did not 
turn out to be as planned as the marriage was not happy. Eventually, he came back to Beijing in serious 
financial straits.  
��

Hong Kong 
��
Invisible Women   Tammy Cheung�� �� �� ���� �� �������������������� �� �� ����������������No.H001��
Subject: Gender/Race 
Hong Kong/1999/30 Min/In English and Marathi����
�� ����           
The large influx of migrant workers from South East Asia in recent years has altered the racial composition of 
Hong Kong; however, there is little contact or understanding between the Hong Kong Chinese and these 
"foreigners". This fi lm takes a look at the life of three Indian women in this Òinternational cityÓ. 
 
July     Tammy Cheung���� �� �� �� ���� �� ���������������������������������� �� �� �� ������No. H002��
Subject: HK studies/Social action/Legal system 
Hong Kong/2004/80 Min/In Cantonese��
 
Hong Kong's massive and unprecedented public protests and demonstrations in early July 2003 are documented 
in July. The fi lm shows individual and mass reactions to the proposed national security legislation, Article 23. 
It preserves the speeches, songs, chants, posters, and banners, as well as the atmosphere. As such, July is a 
record of events that could not occur anywhere else in China. 
 
Moving   Tammy Cheung�� �� �� �� �� ���� �� ���������������������������������� �� �� ������No. H003��
Subject: Elderly/Family/Poverty 
Hong Kong/2003/64 Min/In Cantonese��
��
Ngau Tau Kok Estate is one of the oldest and largest public housing projects in Hong Kong. Most of the 
residents are either elderly who live alone, or working class families. Since 2001, after the government 
announced its plan to redevelop the area, residents have been gradually relocated to new housing estates. This 
fi lm was shot in fi ve months and followed social workers who worked with the residents as they dealt with the 
relocation, offering a glimpse of the lives of old people.  
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��
Rice Distribution   Tammy Cheung �� �� �� ���� �� ������������������������ �� �� �� ������No. H004��
Subject: Elderly/Custom/Gender 
Hong Kong/2003/35 Min/In Cantonese��
��
In Hong Kong, during the Chinese Ghost Festival, Taoist organizations hold rice distribution events, in which 
poor people receive bags of rice. The fi lm records one of the largest rice distribution events, during which more 
than eight thousand people showed up for the rice, most of them being the elderly and also some disabled 
people.   
 
Secondary School   Tammy Cheung�� �� ���� �� ���������������������������������� �� �� �� ������No. H005��
Subject: Education/Hong Kong studies/Personal growth 
Hong Kong/2002/85 Min/In Cantonese and English��
��
Shot over three months, the fi lm chronicles the daily lives of two well-respected ÒBand OneÓ secondary schools, 
one for boys and one for girls. It explores several issues: teaching objectives and styles, studentÕs common 
values, the relationship between parents and children, etc. Using the Òdirect cinemaÓ approach, the 
documentary takes a close look at the present condition of the troubled school system. 
 
Speaking Up    Tammy Cheung ���� �� �� ���� �� ���������������������������������� �� �� ������No. H006��
Subject: HK studies/Politics 
Hong Kong/2005/55 Min/In Cantonese, Mandarin and English��
��
Since the end of the eighties, Hong Kong has been through tremendous changes: re-unifi cation with China, 
economic downturn, political reform, etc,. These events have all greatly affected our way of life. In the fi lm, 
about sixty people from all walks of life are invited to talk about their views on several major socio-economic 
and political issues, such as, education, freedom of speech and democracy,. 
 
Speaking Up 2   Tammy Cheung���� �� �� ���� �� �������������������� �� �� �� ������No.H007��
Subject: Education in China/Personal growth 
Hong Kong/2007/31 Min/In Mandarin��
��
About two dozens students from a well-respected primary school in Jiangxu (near Shanghai) are interviewed. 
They are asked to express their views on different topics such as personal issues, family, gender, society, etc. 
Their answers highlight the changing face of todayÕs China. 
 
Village Middle School    Tammy Cheung�� �� ���� �� ������������������������ �� �� �� ������No. H008��
Subject: Education in China/Rural life/Personal growth 
Hong Kong/2006/90 Min/In Mandarin��
��
The fi lm takes place in a middle school in a rural area of  Yunnan Province. It follows the daily life of the 
students and the teachers of the under-funded school. It tries to explore the present condition of ChinaÕs 
education system in rural areas, which is facing a multitude of problems it has never encountered before. 
 
Taiwan 
 
The Daybreak   Lu Teng-Kuei                      No. T001��
Subject: Disabled Groups/Family 
Taiwan/2006/53 Min/In Mandarin��
�� �� ����������
This fi lms records the lives of the visually disadvantaged group in Taiwan. Mr. Ke started learning Japanese 
after becoming blind and now he is a lecturer in Japanese at the Institute for the Blind of Taiwan. He even got 
an MBA degree and is ready to teach the sighted people Japanese, a seemingly impossible mission. In another 
case, Mr. Zhang lost his eyesight in his middle age. He was under the pressure of raising the children and his 
relationship with his wife worsen. Through religion, he walked out the shadows. 
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Hla Huy (In the Mountains) ����Huang Yu-Fang, Lien Chih-Kai �������������� �� �� �� �� ������No. 

T002��
Subject: Race/Aboriginals 
Taiwan/2005/27 Min/In Mandarin 
��
Hla Huy, "in the mountains" in Atayanl, is a glimpse of the life of Xiaolong: aboriginal and an orphan with a 
criminal record. After getting involved with gangs and stints in prison, Xiaolong returns to the mountains he 
left after his parents died. Xiaolong's Han girlfriend, Xiao-yu, argues with him, telling him to get a steady job. 
Due to his tattoo, getting a job is diffi cult; he wishes to be able to hunt, as is traditional, but "reality" doesn't 
allow him to stay in the mountains. 
��
Lake-cleaning People Huang Mei-Wen �� �� ���� �� ���������������� �� �� �� ������No. T003��
Subject: Environmental protection/Social action 
Taiwan/2007/45 Min/In Hakka and Mandarin��
��
A group of volunteers in Ermei Township in Taiwan established a group named ÒLove for Ermei TownshipÓ. 
All members of this organization commit to live as simply as possible and also try to influence others to love 
their land. This fi lm is based on stories of the volunteers: tea farmer Huang, principal Chang, photographer 
Yeah, pottery artist Chen and others. Viewpoints reflected in their experiences aim to stimulate viewers to 
rethink the impact of fast economic development upon environmental damage. 
��
Life with Happiness   Lin Wan-Yu, Hsu Ya-Ting  �������������������� �� �� �� �� �� ������No. T004��
Subject: Social action/Disabled groups/Heritage conservation 
Taiwan/2006/29 Min/In Mandarin��

��

��
Lo-Sheng Sanatorium is TaiwanÕs only isolated hospital for leprosy patients. Since the time of Japanese 
colonial government, 1,000 patients were forced into isolation and they have made Lo-Sheng their home. In 
2002, due to the construction of the Mass Rapid Transition, the patients were forced to move out of Lo-Sheng, 
but they refused. Their protest has drawn the publicÕs attention and continued until now.  
��
Someday ����Lin Hao-Shen �� �� �� ������������ �� �� ���� �� ��������������������������������No. T005��
Subject: Elderly/Family 
Taiwan/2005/60 Min/In Mandarin��
��
Someday is a touching story about a mother and daughter. The two protagonists are the directorÕs mother and 
grandma. After developing AlzheimerÕs, grandma could not even remember the place she had been living in for 
forty years and had to move into a nursing home; that created ripples through her daughterÕs life. She wanted to 
spend more time with grandma because she felt that grandma had worked hard to take care of the family for 
most of her life.��
��
Formosa Dream, Disrupted ����Huang Shu-Mei ���� �� ���������������� �� �� �� �� ������No. T006��
Subject: Environmental protection/Social action/Natural disaster 
Taiwan/2007/145 Min/In Mandarin��
��
On September 21, 1999, a devastating earthquake measuring 7.3 on the Richter scale has caused thousands of 
deaths and damaged over ten thousand buildings in Taiwan. Due to the mudslides, villagers from the Chingshui 
village of Chungliao township in Nantou county were forced to move out from their homes. They were seeking 
a place to rebuild their home and get away from the fear. Unfortunately, they have encountered many obstacles 
caused by the disordered policies and confl icts between people. 
 


